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As its millennium project, EFRA has 
produced a booklet on the history of 
this area. It was launched with a well-
attended reception on 20 March at 
Northfields Library accompanied by 
an exhibition of photographs. Produc-
tion of the 56-page booklet was made 
possible by lottery funding and the 
hard work of the team of writers and 
researchers. Illustrated with historic 
photographs and including reminis-
cences of local residents and extracts 
from Little Ealing School's wartime 
log book, the book traces the develop- 

ment of our area from a sleepy rural 
hamlet surrounded by farmland and 
orchards to the thriving and diverse 
community it is today. 

Such is the interest generated by the 
book that we are thinking about possi-
bly setting up a small local history 
group to continue the research. If you 
are interested please contact Rita, Mary 
or Helen (see committee list). 

The book costs £5 and is available 
from the EFRA secretary, Northfields 
library and some local shops. It will 
also be on sale at the AGM. 

  

EFRA Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 22 May, 7.30 pm 

The Log Cabin, 259 Northfield Avenue (at the end of 
the driveway beside Northfield Library) 

Local history exhibition 

News and discussion on local issues 
* refreshments * 

Open to all those living in the EFRA area (see map on back) Non-members 

are very welcome but will be asked to join (£2) 

 

Your nearest EFRA rep is: To:......... 

Address 
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Little Ealing - a walk through history 

 



 

Blondin Park Jubilee Fun Day  

Sunday 9 June 2002  

1.00—5.00 p.m.  

Friends and neighbours of Blondin Park and Nature Area in Northfields are 

invited to join in a triple celebration on. Sunday 9 June. A host of exciting events 

will be taking place in the park between 1 and 5 pm to celebrate the Golden 

Jubilee, Boston Manor Residents' Association's 40th anniversary and Ealing 

Fields Residents' Association's local history book launch. 

One-time local resident Charles Blondin, who famously crossed the Niagara 

Falls on a tightrope, will be repeating his exploits just for us! There will be talks 

and displays on local history, live music, a dog show featuring a show-stopping 

'sausage race', rickshaw rides, a tandem competition, traditional funfair rides, 
puppet show, art display, country crafts and environmental group stands, 

massage and face-painting - and lots more. And of course there will be plenty of 
refreshments including hot food and a bar to sustain everyone. 

The dog show will kick off (paw off?) at 2.30 pm, but dogs need to be registered 

between 1.45 and 2.15 (50p per class). All shapes, sizes and types of dog are 

very welcome and all entrants will receive a 'goody bag'. 

AN EVENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

Blondin Park can be entered from Boston Manor Road, Windmill Road or 
Northfield Avenue (via Blondin or Niagara Avenues). Nearest tubes: Boston 

Manor, Northfields; buses E2, E3, E8. 

Can you help?  

Helpers are needed for this event (Saturday and Sunday) for tasks ranging from loading 
and unloading tables and chairs, setting up and dismantling stands and marquees, etc. If 
you spare an hour or two please ring Helen on 8840 1506 for further details. 



Parking controls 
extended  

 
 

This year has seen the extension of 
the Northfields and South Ealing 
controlled parking zones-not without 
some controversy. Convent, 
Hollies, Gumleigh and the near 
ends of Windmill Road and Little 
Ealing Lane are now part of the 
CPZ. The changes were the 
culmination of a sometimes bitter 
battle between anti-CPZ pressure 
groups, local residents and the 
Council. Members of EFRA 
expended much time and energy in 
trying to ensure that the majority of 
residents ended up with what they 
wanted - whether in or out of the 
CPZ. Most seemed to be happy 
with the end result, though 
residents now just outside the 
extended controlled area, in 
Windmill Road, Ealing Park 
Gardens, Chandos, Radbourne 
and Birkbeck, are suffering from 
increased parking congestion. 

One issue thrown up by CPZs is 
who should be allowed to park in 
them, apart from residents. Teachers 
at Little Ealing School now 
have a problem as they are not 
allowed to buy parking permits. 
We feel that teachers should be 
treated as a special case, especially 
in view of the need to attract teachers 
to Ealing schools. EFRA has 
therefore been lobbying the Council 
about this and we hope the issue will 
be reconsidered when the operation 
of the CPZ is reviewed in the 
coming year. 

Little Ealing News is the 
newsletter of Ealing Fields 
Residents' Association. We 
would be pleased to receive 
contributions of local views and 
news. Please send them to the 
Secretary. Website: 
www.efra.org.uk  

Fighting 
graffiti  

Graffiti continues to be a problem 
exercising both the Council and 
EFRA. The Council is devoting 
more resources to it and now offers a 
free graffiti-removal service to 
residents. The hotline number is 
8832 6464 and they promise to 
remove graffiti within ten working 
days. A charge will still be made 
for commercial premises. 'Cleanup' 
days are also being organised 
across the Borough and we are 
urging the Council to hold one in 
our area. 

Durston House 
School  

Durston House School seem 
determined to build on their 
playing field site in Swyncombe 
Avenue. Although their earlier 
application to build a school on 
the site had been turned down 
after a public inquiry, they 
submitted yet another application 
last autumn. It differed very little 
from the previous application and 
we objected on the same grounds - 
loss of open space and 
unacceptable additional traffic 
pressure. The application was 
turned down and we have heard no 
more... as yet. 

The Log Cabin adventure playground, 
tucked away behind Northfields Li-
brary, is a unique facility in the midst 
of our community which provides play 
opportunities and respite care for chil-
dren with special needs or who are in 
need. It is a place where children can 
play, have nm and socialise in a safe, 
stimulating and caring environment. 
For many of the children attending its 
busy after-school and holiday clubs 
this is their only opportunity to par-
ticipate in activities taken for granted 
by other children. 

Through its own fund-raising efforts, 

Late night 
opening  

EFRA continues to try to limit 
opening hours of premises 
selling take-away food or drink at 
our end of Northfields Avenue and 
we have had considerable success in 
the past, notably with controlling the 
former 'Top Hat Club' (now Ealing 
Christian Centre). Recently we had 
some success in contesting an 
application from the new take-
away next to the Christian Centre. 
They were granted permission 
only to stay open until midnight 
on weekdays and 1 am on Friday 
and Saturday nights instead of 
1.30 and 2 am applied for. 

Windmill Road  

Following pressure from EFRA, 
we are pleased that a light-controlled 
crossing is now being installed in 
Windmill Road near the 
Gunnersbury School entrance. 
However, we are still concerned 
about the pressure of traffic in this 
busy but narrow road, exacerbated 
by the completion of the new 
GlaxoSmithKline headquarters. 
There have been several accidents 
and we feel that further traffic-
calming measures need to be taken. 
We hope to arrange a meeting early 
next year to discuss the situation. 

the Log Cabin has gradually improved 
the facilities it offers. Work has re-
cently been carried out by a group of 
volunteers to turn a previously der-
elict part of the site into an accessible 
nature area for the children. However, 
ongoing maintenance of the nature 
area and other parts of the grounds are a 
continual problem as funds do not 
stretch to employing a gardener. 
Green-fingered volunteers are there-
fore being sought who can spare a few 
hours to help keep the grounds in 
order. Can you help? Ring Jytte at the 
Log Cabin on 8840 3400 for more 
details. 

The Log Cabin needs you!  



We are distributing this issue of 
the EFRA newsletter 'Little 
Ealing News' to all potential 
members in the area we cover 
(see map) as part of a recruit-
ment drive. The association has 
existed since 1974 but most resi-
dents tend only to get involved 
when big issues arise about which 
they feel strongly or which di-
rectly affect them. However, the 
committee is working all year 
round to help fulfil the 
association's aim to maintain 
and im- 

prove our local environment. To 
do this it needs your support. We 
can only truly represent the in-
terests of local residents if we 
have a strong membership and 
an active committee. So please • 
help by joining the association -it 
only costs £2 a year. You might 
also consider becoming a com-
mittee member pr a street rep. 
Contact any existing committee 
member to find out more about 
what is involved or come along to 
the AGM on 22 May. 

The EFRA Committee 
2001/2002 

Chairperson: 
Andrew Dick, 24A Little Ealing 
Lane, W5 (8579 5134) 
Vice-Chairperson: 
Roger Jarman, 47 Dorset Road, 
W5   (85679874) 
Treasurer: 
Duncan Cameron, 8 Bramley 
Road, W5 (8840 6576) 
Secretary: 
Helen Johnson, 18 Wellington 
Road, W5 (8840 1506) 
Membership Secretary: 
CliveHerring,75BramleyRoad, 
W5 (8567 2501) 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
David Ashforth, 93 Bramley 
Road, W5 (8579 0632) 
Les Carsons, 44 Julien Road, 
W5 (85790701) 
John Johnson, 62 Julien Road, 
W5   (88403500) 
Margaret Johnson, 62A Julien 
Road,W5   (88403500) 
Rosmarie Matter, 27 Birkbeck 
Road, W5 (8932 1239) 
Joyce Mistry, 23 Hereford Road, 
W5   (85675823) 
Angela Peebles, 25 Con vent Gar-
dens, W5 (85688648) 
Rita Smith, 1 Ealing Park Gar-
dens, W5 (85602043) 
Mary Woods, 211 Windmill 
Road, W5 (8847 1329) 
Auditor:    Jay   Patel,    261 
Northfield Avenue, W5  (8840 
4464) 

  

EALING FIELDS RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

To renew your membership or to join EFRA please complete and return this form together with £2 
membership fee (per person). Note: All fees paid now will last until April 2003 

Name. 

Address. 

Telephone......................................................................................................................... 

I am interested in being a street coordinator:   YES/NO 

Please return to Clive Herring, 75 Bramley Road, Ealing W5, or your nearest Committee member. 

Your residents' association  

The EFRA Area 

 


